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(Su S. Radhakrishnan, Vice Chancellor has
written thus)

My desr Sastrulu Garu

Thank you very much for sending me your two
books on Mahabharata 1 am sorry 1 have no time to
read the latter, but 1 glanced through the former, and
1 am greatly impressed by your independence cf judg.
ment and critical powers. 1 hope you will continde
the work which you have been doing.

Andhra University," Yours Sincerely,
Waltair
' ADHAKRISHNA.
24th June 1983, J} 5K
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BBIGeSE SIBBArdy “pTEN - modry % 40
SHVE 80y Bl PargmTr qan FENTHTTYH:

essse.Being written in Telugu, it is unfortu.
nately to me a sealed book. Nevertheless, from theM
English summary I can see that you have made a very
deep study of the Great Epic and arrived at some very
important conclusions regarding the history of this

great work. I feel therefore that you are just the sort
of scholar to whom our critical edition of the Maha-
bharata will make a strong appeal. .cc cor oo

V. S HEKTHENKER,
M'A0| Ph-Do,
General Editor, Mahabharata.

@o|d chrdHeys ES @"'3305‘5"235 G Kg‘&oa
u-'.‘»eon-'agn- 60.3 (FPeshmey 5.
Besaeds, T-11.1928
My dgar Friend,

Many thanks for sending me your criticism of
the Mahabharata,

In the field of higher criticism of the Mahabha-
rata ghough 1 led the way 7 years ago, the first scholary
developments are due to Mr. Vedam Venkatachalam
Iyer and yourself. 1 am sure your very valuable book
will stimulate futrther study and thought on our great
Epic.

1 am deeply impressed by the boldness and re-
search displayed by your critical study. With best
regards.

Yours Sincerely,

C. R. REDDY,
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THE HINDU DAILY"

«,,.While scholars in the Bombay Presidency aece
engaged in turning out an authorised version of the
Mﬁhabhatata by collect:ng manuscripts from various
parts of India, many prominent persons and scholors
have turned their attention to the task of critically
examining the knotty problems that arise out of’y
ca}eful study of the epic. Mr. Co R Reddi set the ball
tolling by his famous lecture on the Mahabharata
in the Gokhale hall in 1931 Mr. Subrahmanya sastry
Pendyala, who had been already carrying on researches
in this direction, was spurred to greater activity by
this lecture. The fruits of his extensive research and
matute scholarship are-given to_ Andhradesa by the

Pubiica‘imn of his work under review: Some of his
That the Pandavas were not

conclusions are startling.
e emigrants

the sons of soil (Bharata varsha ) but wer
f“fm Tibet, that they had no claims t© the kingdom
of the Kurus, that the story of Draupadi having five
husbands is o pure myth, and the Duryodhana and his
Party are pointed in black colours —ar€ some of the

If)°$i%:ipns maintained in the volume by the author Who
reely draws upon authorities like Mr Vaidya, Griffith,

Winternitz, Jayaswal and Fleet.

A map of India at the time of the Mahabharata
has been added at the end of the volume which enha-
nces its value.”

19th December 1928.
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University of Edinburgh.

21.1.84

Dear Sir,

1 am much obliged to you for sending me your
wérk in Telugu on the development of the Maha.
bharata: I gather from the English synopsis which you
have supplied that you have presented to you fellow.
countrymen modern views of the process of evolu.
tion of that text. It is clear that much and prolonged
study will be required before these issues can be elucix
dated, and I have no doubt that your disscussion will
be helpful in attracting attention to these difficult
problems. So far as 1 follow your position, you seem
to realise clearly the essential difficulties presented by
thé present-narration and the solution which lies in
thé:gradual - transformation of the Kaurava epic to
favour the incoming Pandava.

Yours very truly,

(Sd)A.B.Keith: D:Lit.
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The Story of Mahabharata

(1o Telugu)
By Pendyala-Venkata Subrahmanya Sastry.

1. The work is a critical review showing how the
original Sanskrit poem of 8,000 slokas was developed
into a tremendous volume of 100 thousand siokas.

9. That the Pandavas and their allies are not such

ijdeal persons and personified concentrations of human

Yirtues.
8. That the methods adopted by them and their

chief ally and protector Sree Krishna were not above

reproachs
4. That Duryodhana, his brothers, relatives and

generals were men of h gh principles and were Provoked
to assume ¢he atfitude they assumed under stress of
political exigencies even at the cost of their kingdom,

“The salient points to which prominence was given
in the publitation under review will be summarijsed
below : —

(1) The date of Mahabharata War:- Reckoned with
reference to Kaliyuga eras, Pandavas should be supposed

to have -existed 5098 years before the beginning of the
Kaliyuga. But this cannot be said to be corre<t. From
Mahabharata and Vishnu and Bhagavata Puranas, it is
found that Pandavas were born sometime after the
beginning of Kaliyuga. Kalhana the author of Raja.
tarangini whica is a history of Kashmir, mentions that
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Kauravas and Pandavas lived €58 years after Kaliyuga
had begun From the statement in Vishnu Bhagavata
Puranas, it can be determined that the Mahabharata-
war was fought 1n 1685 B. C.

(2) The composition of mahabharata:- Krishnadwai.
payana was not the only author of mahabharata of
100 000 Slokas now extant, Dwalpayana composed an
epic of 8800 Slokas. The work was completed within
three years after the declaration of the war at Kuru.
kshetra, and it is known by the name of ‘Jaya'. In it
are chronicled the events commencing with the arrival
of Pandavas at ‘Hastipuri’ after the death of King
Pandu up to the slaugter of Upapandus by Aswadhama.
A hunderd years afterwards of Vysampayana added
16200 slokas to the existing poem ‘Jaya’ under the
desngnatlon of ‘Bharata,’ After half a century ‘Southi’ ,
brought out a work called ‘Mahabha:ata w1th one
lakh.of slokas in ail addmg several episodes to the
two previous works: ‘Jaya’ and ‘Bharata’. There. is
reason to believe that in 4th and bth centuries there,
v:(e;e two distinct and separate works known as Bharata
and “Mahabharata.’ It is also note worthy that copies.
of, Mahahharata available in different parts of the
country bave djifferent episodes incotporated in them
and this must be due to the interpolations and embe.
llishments made by oldetal;andits of-those parts of the
country. With great effort and leisurely research it
may not be impossible to differentiate and determine
the Bharata composed by Vysampayana and developed
into Mahabharata by Southi.
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PECULIARITIES IN THE STORY

The matrimonial relations and influence of
Bharata Khanda at the time of Mahabharata extended
up to the Caspian Sea on the west and Tibet, Chinas,
and Mangolia on the north. Even prior to that there
had been continuous intercourse among the Aryans
who had already been permanent settlers in this coun.
try and the people of those lands. That the issue of
¢he mixed marriages between the Aryans and the non
Aryanin habitants of the country bad by that time gai.
ned Power and influence, is a factor not to be ignored.
As a result of the impact with a struggle among the
mixed and pure Aryan races the people of Tibet
seemed to have taken opportunity for the interven,
¢tion and brought about a great war described the
poem under review- That war had led to the extin,
tion of the ancient Kuru Royal family long before
established in Bharata Khanda and to the installation
of the Pandav royal family of Tibetan extraction
instead, which however, did not last long. The male
population having almost disappeared after the war,

. the women were obliged to perpetuate to the race by

mixed marriages and other, illegitimate methods. Sub-

s of law had of necessity to recognise

sequent maker
issue. The belief in gods and

them as legitimate
super-human beings having got a strong hold on the
minds of people, they easily believed that issue could
be begotten in a miraculous and mysterious manner by
the favour of gods. That belief 1s responsible for
sons and daughtéts being born in rivers, pots, grass,

tain, wind, sun, fire etc.
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THE NAGAS

These Nagas that are described in the beginning
of the Mahabharata are not the inhabitants of a sepa.
rate country; but only a sect of the Dravidians that
lived in some corner of the continent of India. Bet-
ween these men and the Pandavas there seems to be
hereditary enmity. The Nagas outcast those of their
race that asserted relationship with the Pandavas.
This inimical feeling continued till the rule of Jana.
mejeya and Parikshit. The Sarpayaga (snake sacriﬁce)
of Janamejeya can be interpreted as a massacre of the
Nagas of Taxila, After this massacre the Naga king-
dom of Hindustan disappeared. The Naga kingdom of
Central India began into insignificance after Arjun
and Bhima had begun to establish their pay here.
Bhima was born of a couple composed of a Naga lady
and a king of Tibet; and Arjun loved a Naga maid.
The son born of Arjun and the Naga lady was vani.
shed from the Naga, Kingdom, who then was forced
to take refuge and outilve his dishonour in Tibet.

LOOSENING OF DRAUPADI'S GARB

The incident of the loosening of Drapadi’s garb
in the open Court is inconsistently described in the
Maha Bharata, Thirteen illustrations can be given
from the same epic to disprove the occurrence. Yudhi.
shthir beguiled Draupadi to put on her garb loosely
and to pretend to be in menstruation with the inten-
tion of bringing disrepute upon Drutharastra and
Duryodhan. - this fact is dealt with at length by
Kumarilabhatt in his Tanthravarthika, Lord Krishna
was ignorant of this incident as he was then whollv

engaged in a twelve month's fight with Salva at
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a coastal region. Duryodhan earnestly intended to in-
sult her in the presence of his courtiers addressing
ber as a servant maid and as a pawn won at dice and
thus wreak, vengeance upon her 1n retaliation for
her former insolence in the Maya Sabha :. the court
built by the divine architect Maya. Draupadi began
to show her defiance and disobedience to authority
even before her coming to the Court. She replied to

the questions put to hef in the Court in a way quite
unbecoming of her sex and status. Her defiant language
provoked the infuriated Duryodhan the more. In a
wild temper Dussasan caught herby her floating hair
when accidentally her loose garb became more loose,
This gradually is made much of as the incident of
loosening Draupadi’s garb.
SOCIAL EVILS

Gambling and intemperance were universally pre.
valent in the society of those days. The sanctity of
married life was then little understood and observed.

THE LUNAR.RACE OF KINGS

The warrior.class of the Aryans that traced the
descent from them moon .god married women of other
clans that lived in India and left behind them a hybrid
race. Taking advantage of the evils of the society
Kunthi appears to have brought forth Karna and Atjun
living in company with some Tibetans. Kunti took
Yudhisthir,Bhima,Nakula,and Sahadev into her care to
bring them up as her adopted sons from some hermitage
of Tibet or must have procured them by some doutful
means and brought them to Hastipura in her widowhood
to pass them for Pandu's sons and to claim for them a

ghare in the empire. The gods of Sun, Yama, Air and
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Indra are even mentioned and proved to be the sages
of Tibet in the Vedanukramanika. The supposition held
by the citizens of Hastipura that the Pandav princes
were sons born of Kunti after the demise of Pandu is
an addition to the doubts already mentioncd regarding
their mysterious origin.
POPULAR HATRED FOR THE PANDAYVS

As the b rth of the Pandavs was mysterious and
doubtful and as their morale was quite different from
that of the general public the pecple entertained a
kind of 11l will against them. The sages of India did
not include the name of Yudhishthir's horse-sacrifice
in their hymn of Brahmana due to their hatred for
them. Though Parikshit's name is . included in the
Vedic literature composed in the reign of Janamejaya,
1t should be understood that it was the result of the
changed public opinion. '

PANDAYV PARTISANS.

Bhima, Drona, Krupa, Vidura, Vyasa had an
afinity for the Pandavs because like them they too.
we'te of questionable pedigree. The partialty and extreme

fondness which Krishna had for the Pandavs may be
ekplaired by referring to the similar doubtful paren.
tage hethad like the Pandavs.

KRISHNA DWAIPAYANA

As is supposed in general, Krishna Dwaipaydna
was not the sole intellect that wrote the éighteen
Puranas and the composer of the vedas into four parts.
He is one of the eight and twenty Vyasas It appears
that he composed one sentence of Yajurveda kataka
and one of the three parts of the Maha Bharata the
Jaya. The works of the other Vyasas are slowly com.
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ing into light at present. Dwaipayana was avowedly
partial to the Pandavs. With the co-operation of Yaza
and Upayazas, sages born of virgins like himself.
Dwaipayana brought Draupadi to the parental care of
Drupada and by means of marriage made her related to
the Pandavs as well. Only with his help the Pandavs
could gain half of the kingdom of the Kurus. Again
they are more famous than their brethren only because
they are dipicted in bright colours by Dwaipayana in
his ‘Jaya.’
SREE KRISHNA
Lord Krishna is represented in the Maha Bharata
not as an incarnation of God butonly asa diplomatist
and statesman. The mention made of hisbeing an in_
carnation of God at certain places in the epic is not
consistent with what follows and what goes before
such amentioning. He was regarded in diverse ways jp
different centuries. In the age of Sakatayana (l2th
century B C.) he was regarded as a warrior, in the age
of Panini (6th century B. C.) as a religious reformer,
and in the age of Patanjali (2nd century B. C.)as an
incarnation of God It seems that he became an ally
of the Pandavs at first to get their succor to fight
successfully with Jarasandha. His strategy in fighting
with Sisupala and Jarasandha is not without some ble.
mish. He did not seriously think of conciliating the
cousins by a well.thought.out pact, which fact is clea.
rly given expressions to by Duryodhan and Balarama,
In view of such evils in Krishna, his relations Bala.
rama, Pradyumna, Samba etc. did not agree to be one
with him in showing favour to the Pandavs. Satyaki

and Krisna were actuated by some selficth motives in
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befriending the Pandavs. Kruthavarma, Krishna's
daughter’s father.in.law championed the cause of
Duryodhan ignoring his near relationship with
Krishna. Arjun’s vision of the Godly form of
Krishna is not a divine enchantment; but only a far.
cical wonder. It may be surmised that Bhurisrava,
Saindhava, Drona, Karna and Duryodhan were got
killed by Krishna by treacherous means. The episodes
in the Bhagavata and the Bharata represent inconsis.
tently the facts that deal with the preservation of
Draupadis’ chastity and Parikshit's life, Krishna’s
vigour was on the wave as he grew in years. While he
was dying he entertained a humarish doubt about the
chastity of his many wives that would survive him.
In accordance with his apprehension we notice that his
wives lived a passionate life with some Rakshashas.
Deeds considered faulty from the modern stand point,
were less faulty during the times of Krishna and
Yudistur.

VIRATA

Virata was the sympathiser of the Pandavs as he
himself belonged to a hybrid race. He was only a
nominal king and his subjects enjoyed little security
of person and property.

THE PANCHALAS

That these were the ancient enemies of the Kurus
and Pandavs is described in the Satha Pada Brahmana.
This makes both oriental and occidental Scholars
doubt the fight between the Kurus and the Pandavs
must have been the fight between the Kurus and the
Panchalas. This war was caused by Drona’s usurpation
of the northern part of Drupada’s kingdom Ahichatra.
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The soldiers that fought with the Pandavs were the
Panchalas whom Drona and Karna could not extirpate.
These while sleeping, were slain by Aswathama. Their
leader D:Zustaivamna was according to the Maha Bharata
a descendant of Sveta and arelation of Yaja. When
Druppad desired a Biahmin warrior to slay Drona, Yaza

manazed to send a descendant of Sveta as suddenly as
dramatic persons are brought to appear an the stage
during dramatic performance. Krishna heard that
Aswathama was determind to take up arms, but with.
out informing Drustajyamna of the same made him
fight with him readily. This readiness to fight proves
that Drustajyamana was valiant and tactful Sikhandi,
a female by birth, stood against Bhishma in battle
after acquiring skill in warfare and he may be suppo.
sed to be one adopted by Putra.

DRAUPADI

Living as devotee to the north of the Hima_
layas for many years with the name of Nalayani she
married Maudgalya, She found little happiness in hig
company, deserted him, and came to Yaja that lived
in the Gangetic valley. Yaja took her with him to
Drupad’s Puthrakamesti sacrifice and entrusted her to
his care. Prior to this, Yaja took an oral promise from
the Pandavas that they would-marry her. Vyasa hel.
ped Ydja in this matrimonial alliance. Drupada wgyg
ignorant of this preconceived plan. Draupadi is' Popu.
larly believed as the wife of the five brothers byg
Kumarilabhatt in Tantri. Varthi commentary suggests
that the Pandavas accepted polyandry outwardly and
that Draupad: was in fact only the wife of Arjun. She
was 8 courageous woman and the Pandavas had great
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veneration for her. She was bold to deny the superio.
rity of Sree Krishna and Virata. She could taunt Sain.
dhava and Kichaka by virtue of her masculine vigour
and could silence the courties of Dhrutarastra with
her wide knowledge in the law of Dtarma The episode
Na'avani in the Mababha-ata says that Draupadi suff-
ered from ‘Atyanada a discase pecubiar to women, so
defined in the medical books of Cha aka It may also
be surmised that Krishna rade her die childless with
the intention of Preventing future struggles between
her sons and those of Subhadia for kingship. She, in
sort, excels most eminent women aad is fit to be an
ideal to all women except in her compliance to be the
wife of many.
KUNTI

Kunt1 is'the caise of the fight between the Kurus
and the Pandavas. Karna and Arjun only were born of
her. She took into her care the other four with a
malevolent motive. She divulged her secret motherhood,
when Yudhistira and her other sons kept silent when
she expressed a desire to retire into the forest to die
unknown at the end of the war. No poet except

- Krishna Dwairayasa fimds virtues in her worthy of
praise.

THE PANDAYVS

These are Tibetans but not Aryans. These ymade

thei¢ way into India so make fortune by fomenting

infernecine struggles between, the trihes that then

settled in Hindustan. Instances cap be shownqof their

having reinforcements and supplies of war_ weapon%’

sfrom Tibet, Their mode of living and their customs
were different from those of the People of Hindusgan.
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All the kings of Hindustan, Bahlika Bhurisrava,
Salya, Jarasandha, Bruhad Bala, ard all their kingsmen,
the kurus and the other AryaKshatriyas hated them.
Their partisans, the kings of Matsya, 'Yadava, and
Dravidian races were only non.Aryans. Jarasandha
the king of Magadha was their ;znemv. Jarasandha’s
son being persuaded by Krishna sided the Pandavs,
but his Grandson declared enmity with the Pandavs
like himself, The king’of the Panchalas sided them
and was the cause for the destruction of the kingdom
of Hastinapura. He died heirless and left the kingdom
to the Pandavs with none to perpetuate his memory,
like the king of Kanuj that helped Mohammed Ghori,
the invader of India, in the 12th century A.D. The
Pandavs bitterly hated the Brahmins. They brought
about Drona’s murder and humiliated Aswathama,
They permitted Krupacharya to stay in Hastinaputa'
when persuaded by Krishna to do so. The Pandavg
descendants Parikshita d Janamejaya also had the
same hatred for the Brahmins.’ The Pandavs in going
to Varanavatha got the help of the Brahmins byt
Yudhistiia in return did not favour them after the
war. The building of inflammable material (the lac
house) was burnt by the Paadavs themselves. Their
wanderings in the forests were to search for a tribe
that would espouse their cause. The people of Hindu.
staa suspected their honesty and denied them alms in
their period of exilead disguised life. These adpted
polyandry and, as Wilson supposes, they were surely
Tibetans. These never ga'ned the confidence of their
subjects. They protected themselves with mercenary

grmies. Their empire disintegrated and dwindled into
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insignificance after the ru'e of four of their succes-
sors. These gralually became d smiciled in Ind'a Babru-
wa'a a one of their descendants was taken in adoption
by a Dravidian king and the kingdom of the Pandvas
rose up in Southern India.

YUDHISTIR.

Yudhistir appeass a better statesman than Krishna,
He rescued his brothers from maay d.ficulties. The
proposed truce with the c’ause that the Pancavas shou-
1d have five villages was only a stratagem to sera ate
Karna and Drong and to induce the Yadavas and the
Pancha as to declare war. This clguse in the truce is
not less diplomatic than the offer of the recent
German king Kaiser to give Alsace and Lorain to
France, of the English to give Gibraltar and Egypt to
the Spanicrds and the Egypt ans respectively, on the

eve of the Great Europeaa war Sanjaya described
Yudhistir asa lion in a lamb's garh.

BHIMA

The extinction of the Karna dynasty is due to
him. He was the cause of the Grcat War. As an eco.
nomist and exp:rt financier he carefully spent the
state aevenue and did not allow even Yudhistir to
take a pie of it without his consent. He persecuted
the relations of the deai Karna so much that they-pre
ferred dcath in the wilderness to staying in his
kingdom. He could not realise the strength of his own
party or that of the opposite party. He slew
Jarsaandha and Duryodhanan with the help of Krishna
end Arjuna. Krishna did not allow his heirs to
succeed to the throne.
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ARJUNA

rHe was born of a Tibetan Aryan butin India. His decen-
dangs goled “India for four, generations. He is a rgp;}tgd
wyrrior. Later avthors say that he could defeat Kalakeys,
Nivafhakavacha, and Gandharva. Many herdes were sldin by
him. He is so widely known bepause he was taught by Krishna
‘Bhagavatgita’ the famous holy song. He was regarded during
the times of Satakayana and Panini as a compeer of Krishna;
‘but after the time of Ratanjali he .was degraded to a less res-
pectable place.

PURYODHANA

He is not 86 vicious“as he is generally supposed He never
harmed:the Bandavs without being harmed by them. Throping
the Pandavs into the Ganges and making them losé at the
game of dice where only a retaliation foEthe evils dosie to kim.
Duryodhana agreed to become 8 party t@ the pact but Krishna
did pot allow it to be effected perhaps to do more mischief. His

brothers were only “four, of whom he was the eldest: Bhasa,
Bharvi, and Kskmendra consider him less vicious than pe is

idepected by Nanniahbhat, He was made do bad things ¢
his advisers, Bhi hma, Drona and Sa yu. l?c was 13&-3 crugel 03,’
the battle ficld than the pdndavs. Saiuti represents him ag 4

virtuous man deserving access-to heaven after his death,

DUSSASANA

He was as devoted to his brother Duryodhana as Laksh-
mani was to‘Rama! Believing that Kawkeyi and Dasaradha
‘were the cause of Rama’s leaving for the forests, Lakshmana
incensed against them. Because Rama asked him to out off
the nose and ears of Surponskha he did so.” In the same "way,
Dussasana apprehending that Sri Krishna would ‘bring hls
brother into.trouble with: the gonnivance of Bhishma and
others, wanted to shackle his hands and feet when he came to
his brother to effect a compromise between the rival fami-
lies. As Droupadi mocked Duryodhana in the Court of Maya,
Dussssana dragged her by the_ hair into the gambling court
when hs brother ordered him to bring her there. Itisnot a
fact that he disrobed her. It is stated in Bhartam itself that
Yudhistira sent word to her to wear her garb4oose so that the
act of disrobing her might be attributted to the Kauravas and
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thus their grod name might fall into disrepute. How intense
was Dussasana’s devotion to his brother, was revealed when
the latter desired to commit suicide. His great prowess was
highly‘exhibited on the 10th day of Bhishma's fight. Bhima
himself confessed before Gandhari his blunder in having drunk
'‘Dussasana’s bloud.

KARNA

He was very brave, generous and loyal. He defeated in an
6pen fight Jarassndba who overthrew Sri Krishna and whom
Bhima could not kill but by an artificc and wrested the town
of Malini from him, "

He conquered single-handed all the kingdoms won by
Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula and Sahadeva and made the people
thereof pay tribute to Duryodhana. Bhishma as well -as Sri
Krishna admired the valour of Karna. On one occasion Arjuna
was terribly afraid of him. Indra and Salya cheated him. Sri
Krishna got him killed through treachery. Karana was swre
of the fact that his partiog from his armour and ear-rings
would result in self-desiruction but still when Iadra asked for
them, he gave them away tohim. Such was his liberality,
Kunti Krishna and Bhishma persuated him to join the Pandava
fn a8 much as they were his own brothers and asked him to be
the Lord of theiwr territory but his loyalty to his king was so
unflinching that he fought by his side tll his death. He
mocked Droupadi for having married five husbands and advised
her to marry one who would not stoop to pledge his wife in
gambling. The reason was this; Drustadyumna told her at the
tim'e of her Swayamvara to marry whom so ever that might
shbot the Matyayantram after describing to her.the pedigree
of all the heroes that attended the ceremony. Karna was one
of them and when he was preparcd to aim at the mastyayan-~
tram she insulted him by declaring in the presence of all the
kings and princes that because he was asadra, she would not
marry him., But she had no hesitation in marrying afterwards
the five Pandava brothers Yudhistira repented ail his life for
the foul means employed m killing Karna.

SAKUNI

Has anyone heard inany age of kind of diplomacy by
which one has taken possession of another's kingdom without

iix}
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‘causing either physical or mental suffering to the latter?
Sakuni obtained possession of the kingdom of the Pandavs
fngenuously without shedding one drop of blood of the enemy.
In contrast to this it can be asserted that the Pandavs causes
terrible slaughter in recovering their kingdom after a crafty
war. Though Sakuni displayed no valour in his skill he did
not cause any suffering to the people. Verlly, the diplomacy
stands good comparison to that of Chanakya. When Duryo-
dhana was rescued from the Gandharvas by the Pandavs, he
advised him to restore their kingdom to them. He never
afterwards told him to deny them the right to their kingdom.

SUSARMA (Trigarthas).

Susarma was the king of Trigarthas who might also have
been known as ‘Samsaptekas’. They were always fighting with
Arjuna. On the second day of Drona’s fight, they kept Sri
Krishna in great suspense about the fate of Arjuna. He con-
tinued to fight till the eighteenth day of the war and was at
last killed by Arjuna, Panini (who lived in the 6th Century
B. C.) mentioned in his work that the Trigarthas were a race
of professional soldiers. The Kakindi sect was one of the brap-
ches of the Trigarthas. It would appear that these people were
known as Kakatiyas in the benginning of the first century
‘after Christ who set up a kingdom and ruled it (Anubandhg
-Charitram)."

PARIKSHIT.

After the demise of Sri Krishna, Arjuna was killed by
some of the fowlers of the Punjab. The Kings of Sindhu Gan-
dhars, Trigartha, Magadha and Pragjotisha were hostile to the
Pandavs. Apprehending a rebellion of the Subject States in
the event of their settling at Hastinapura and finding that the
people of their own State were ready to declare Civil Disope
dience (it is stated in Mabaprastanika Parvam that the peopl.'
set aside a decision of Sahadeva in the matter of a dispute
regarding the possession of house sites among certain citizms)e

Yudhistira handed over his kingdom to Yuyutsa a brother ot.'
Durysdhana requesting him to install Parikshit an off-sprip
of their house on the throne and set out to Tibet, the plac§
where they originally came from and lost his life on the way
The reason for Yudhistira’s entrusting Parikshit to Yuyutsz;
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might be the coafidence teposed by the people in him as he bea
longed to an ancient royal family. Thereafter Parikshit won the
affection of his people in his Goveroment. As his rule was
pleasiug to all nobody raised a finger in opposition again.t him,
It would appear that Durjaya the son of Duryodhana lived in
his time. Mention is made of this by Bhasa In his dratna
known as ‘Oorubhanga’. It fs stated in Adharvaveda (20th
Kanda) that a Kaurava who lived with Parikshit was building
his house. This is found in A atareya Brahmmana that the
Kauravas who lived with Parikshit were treated right royally
with all the honoars due to him seif. Parikshit as well as the
Kauravas of his time were honoured with the prefix of
Nyumcha (prefixing sixteen omkarams before their names) be-
fore their names in Sacrifices. From the above facts, {t is evi-
dent that the Kauravas regained their former glory during the
reign of Parikshit in the kingdom of Kuru. Parikshit is said to
have reigned for a period of 60 or 64 y.ars. In his later days
he insulted a rishi called Samika. His son Srungi thereupon
incited Takshaka, the enemy of Arjuna to kill him and he

(Parikshit) was treacherously killed by being made to eat
poisoncd fruits.

JENAMEJAYA.

His father Parikshit was killed by Takshaka. The succes-
sors of Takshaka called Nagas built a city called Takshasila
and lived in it. They were very arrogant and profligate and
became notorious decoits. (They waylaid Udanka the school-
fellow of Ja ;amejaya and robbed him of his property). For
"these reasons, Janamejaya invaded against Takshasila and con-
quercd the Nagas. He caused their ringieaders nearly eighty
In number to be cast Into flames. This is known as Snake
Sacnifice. This does not find a place in the Vedas. The brah-
mins of those times uscd to marry the Naga maids and pro-
create children. (Astika aud Somasrava were born in
the same manner). After the Snake Sacrifice Janamejaya con-
quered the whole of the country and performed Aswamedha.
This is born out not onty by the Puyranas but by Avataraya
Brahmana also Jenamejaya was one of the greatest empeross
of the Pandava race He wasa rel gwous peformer. Although
his ancestors were doing religious rites accordi g to Krishna
Yajurveda, he pacformed Aswamedhi yader the auspices of
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“his purohit Tura son of Kavasha according to Sukla Yajurveda
which came into vogue in his time.It is recited in Matsya
Purana that even though Vysampayana took objection to his
‘method of doing it, he did not mind it. Since the Aswamedha
required the performance of obscene acts as in ‘Aswaseva of
Patni,” he caused the Aswamedha Sacrifice itself to be aboli-
shed. He was the cause of the spread of Sukla Yajurveda in
(Northern India. During his time therewere two rishis who
advocated religious reform.

SWAETAKETU

. He'was one of the famous pandits during the reign of

.Janamejaya. Mention is made of him in Brahmmanas, Upani-
shads, Puranas and Dharma Sutras, His father was Uddalaka.
I:l_p to his time, the custom of a woman being in the possession
of one man was not in vogue. Uddalaka did not object to his
wife l3emg taken away by another brahmin and accordingly
explained to his son how Sanatana Dharma gave women free-
dom of action. It is found in Brihadaranykopanishat that the
sages Naka and Kumaraharita endorsed the view of Uddalaka.
Swetaketu did not agree with this view and enforced the obser-

- vance of the marriage rites.

YAGNAVALKYA.

He was the rishi that contributed to the id extension
of Sukla Yajurveda during the reign of Janam::ig;l: The Pura-
nas say that he obiained this lore through the worship of the
Suwbut there are two clear recitals in Satapada Brahmmana and
two in Bribadaranyakopanishat that he learnt Sukla Yajurveda
from Uddalaka father of Swetaketn. He was a great pandit
anc} outhtt.ed many scholars of Janaka’s Court. Bharatam was
written during the reign of Janamejaya. The Rigveda branch
of Sakglya, Sukla Yajurveda branch of Tura ond Yagnavalkya,
and krishna Yajurveda branch of Tuttiri were also composed
during l}ls reign, It is inferred from one of the recitalslof Sage
l?h!uya in Brihadaranyakopanishat that some of the brahmins
living from Madradesa to Mithiladesa were on account of
their reverence for Jenamejaya discussing with one another ofter
his demise as to which world he departed.
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SATANIKA.

Panchala, Kasi, Midhila and Magadha ruled respectively
by the kings Pravahana. Ajatasatru, Ayastuna and Amitayu
threw away the yoke of the kingdom of Kuru and declared
themselves independent during the period of the reign of Sata-
nika. He married the daughter of the king of Mithila. He was
the disciple of Yagnavalkya. Itis learnt from Chandogyo-
panishat (1—10) that his kingdom suffered from a famine on
account of a hail storm. During the reign of his grandson
Chaknu, the capital was removed from Hastinapur to- Kau-
sambi, the former having been submerged under the Ganges
and ruined. Hastinapur was never repaired since. Its ruins are’
now found in the Meerut District.

UDAYANA.

. He lived in the 7th century B. C. He was the-most famous
of the kings of the Pandu dynasty that ruled Kausambi. His
account is amply described in Kathasaritsagaram. The poets
Bhasa and Subandhu compesed dramas as well as Kavyams
about him. Kalidasa also highly praised him. Nothing is heard
of the Pandu line of kings after his demise,

— O e
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Finally a resolution was accented condeming in
unmeasured terms the work of Pendyala Subrahmanya.
sastry of Pithapuram who is alleged to have ¢ mmitted
the sin of criticising Bharatam and its author. It is

unfortynate that our sence of veneratation to all that
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is ancient should be so keen as to resent any criticism.
Literary citicism is at its lowest ebb in Andhra and if
the few who courageously come out with views of their
own should be hunted out, I am afraid we are not
advancing the cause of literature to any extent. Persons
conversant with English literature know but too well
how how strongly Shelly and Kerats were criticised in
their time though they are two of the greatest poets in
the English Language. Perhaps the criticism made them
great or helped them to become what they have become,
Pendyala sastry might have exceeded his limits but to
cty down such critics wholesale is not conducive to the
developement of Andhra literature. 1 hope this aspect
will commend itself to the Pandits and Others who may
be concerned with Telugu literature and its future.
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